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Ligonier Valley High School

40 Springer Road

Ligonier, PA 15658

(724) 238-9531

Fax (724)238-2675

 01/06/20

Dear  Scholarship Committee,


It is with great pride and without any reservations whatsoever that I write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Miss Erika Moore. I’ve had the distinct pleasure of knowing and working with Erika for 6 years and can say beyond a shadow of a doubt that she will be an excellent ambassador to your organization should you give her your scholarship. I’ve worked with Erika in many different capacities so I feel very qualified to give this opinion. Her passion, attention to detail, and amount of service leadership she’s experienced put her far at the “head of the class” relative to her peers. I truly believe when you read below all she’s done already, you’ll realize this is a special kid. 



My first interactions with Erika was as her 7th grade basketball coach. She was very quiet but her passion and attention to detail already stood out as she made the 9th grade team as a 7th grader, soaking up every bit of information she was given. My next experience with Erika was as her 8th grade reading teacher. She ended the year with one of the best overall grades in the entire class. This was not because of any enormous natural reading ability, it was the passion and drive to succeed and the ridiculous attention to detail to get every little thing correct. 



I also served as Erika’s student council advisor in 8th grade. This was where her passion for serving others began to show through. We do much community service in our student council and she developed a real love for it. She was especially committed to our weekend backpack program that I sponsor. We run a program at the middle school where we pack bags each week for kids in need at the elementary level and Erika took the lead as one of our student-leaders in 8th grade. 



I next worked with Erika as her high school basketball coach for 9-11 grade. Here’s where leadership really began to develop. She was the leader of my JV basketball all 3 years, always putting team before self, always doing what’s good for the whole rather than what’s good for herself. She led our JV team to 3 winning seasons, including a school record 15-5 mark her sophomore year. As a basketball team, we frequently volunteered time to work the local food pantry and Erika almost always was part of that. 


Since 9th grade, she’s served as a student rep on our districts committee to combat poverty and assist those suffering from poverty.  She and several friends, missing the chance to pack the bags like they did in 8th grade, organized a fundraiser through a local restaurant to raise money for the program her 10th grade year. She carried this on in 11th grade year as well, raising nearly 3,000 dollars for the program! Erika spearheaded all the organization and marketing for both of these fundraisers. 

Then, last year as an 11th grader, she was determined to start her own backpack program for kids at the high school in need. She worked with myself and the high school guidance counselor, but it was absolutely her driving influence that started this program. She packed bags for 6 kids last year at the high school level and this year already has it up to 20 kids in need who get food every weekend thanks to her. She has her own crew of workers at the high school who all report to her each week to make sure the kids get their food. At the end of last year, she worked it out to schedule a senior internship for this spring with the backpack program. She will report the spring semester of this year year 12-15 hours per week and be in charge of the marketing and organizing of the backpack program. She’ll be required to give a presentation on all she accomplished for that internship. 


While that in itself is great, she wasn’t satisfied with starting her internship at the semester change when it’s supposed to start. She immediately, from the moment it was approved in May, essentially took over (on her own time)! She helped develop and organize a summer packing program so kids could get food in the summer. She met with me 3-4 additional times over the summer all on her own time to get things organized for the program for the coming year. She met with the foundation who funds the program and spent hours stuffing envelopes and mailing requests for donations to help fund the program during the summer. This school year she was trained in how to order all the food from our food service provider so she now orders all the food for the packing at the high school and for the packing here at the middle school which is extra work she’s had to do nearly every week this fall semester on top of her studies. When it’s all said and done, I’m certain she’ll average double the 12-15 hours required per week  for her internship on top of working consistently with the program since last May simply because of a passion for it. She is doing and will continue to do work that’s almost always assigned to experienced adults and she’s doing a fabulous job. I’m told by the high school teachers that oversee the packing at the high school that she is unequivocally in charge, incredibly organized, and every last student worker respects her leadership. 


For all these reasons and more, Erika Moore stands out as an excellent candidate for any award that I’m proud to endorse. Don’t hesitate to contact me with any additional questions.

Sincerely,

Eric R Vogelsang

Ligonier Valley Middle School Teacher

Ligonier Valley Weekend Backpack Program Supervisor

Ligonier Valley High School Girls Basketball JV Coach

Ligonier Valley Middle School Student Council Advisor

